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Joshua: When Promise Becomes
Responsibility
A gift can change our circumstances and still leave us with a choice about how to live. We see that

tension throughout Joshua. The LORD gives Israel the land, and the people must respond with

courage, remembrance, obedience, and covenant faithfulness. We invite you to read this book as a

connected story rather than a collection of isolated victories.

Courage begins with God’s instruction

Joshua 1:1-9 places Joshua’s commission after the death of Moses. The call to courage belongs

alongside attention to God’s instruction. Leadership is more than taking the next step confidently. In

this passage, Joshua’s responsibility includes keeping the teaching before him and living by it. As we

read, we can ask what guides our courage and what we are tempted to leave behind.

Crossing is a beginning

The Jordan crossing in Joshua 3-4 brings the people into a new stage of their story. The memorial

stones connect that event with the questions of future children. Remembrance has a purpose: those

who come later need to hear what God has done. We can notice both the movement forward and the

deliberate attention to remembering. The story does not ask Israel to treat the gift as something they

produced for themselves.

The gift does not remove responsibility

Joshua 21:43-45 looks back on the LORD’s faithfulness in giving Israel the land and rest. Yet

Joshua’s final addresses still call for a faithful response. In chapters 23-24, the people hear warnings

and a renewed covenant appeal. The movement from gift to responsibility helps us read the ending

carefully. Receiving a promise does not make faithfulness unnecessary.

Read the ending with the next book in view

Our program follows Joshua’s commission, the crossing, Jericho, the land campaigns, the division of

the land, and the final covenant appeal. Then read Judges 2:7-19 alongside that ending. Notice what

happens when remembrance and faithfulness fail across generations. Our application is an invitation

to examine our own response to God’s gifts; the ancient land campaigns are not a warrant for modern

violence.

A reading path for you

Begin with Joshua 1:1-9. Continue through Joshua 3-4, then read Joshua 21:43-45 and chapters

23-24. Finish with Judges 2:7-19. Ask: What does God give? What does He ask of His people? What

must they remember? Where do I need to respond faithfully rather than merely admire the story?



Modern Mind, Ancient Book | Joshua companion article 2

Watch or listen with us

Click to listen: Joshua Explained: Promise, Courage, and Covenant Faithfulness. Roger Ferguson’s

complete program is available free on our Modern Mind, Ancient Book YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kX7R33LV0r4

Source notes

This companion article paraphrases the biblical passages named above and follows the scope of

Roger Ferguson’s Joshua program released October 7, 2026. It contains no direct Scripture

quotations or independent archaeological reconstruction. The program’s new on-screen Scripture

witness is the Berean Standard Bible, third printing; legacy audible readings are preserved as

spoken. The reading questions and present-day application are MMAB’s pastoral reflection.

Keep teaching free

All our teaching remains free. If you wish to help support this work, visit

https://ko-fi.com/modernmindancientbook. Walk the Way - Modern Mind, Ancient Book.


